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abstract 


Rumex crtspus Linn., a native of Europe, na 
reported from Mount Abu in Rajasthan State 
description supplemented with, a plate, i& being 

In April i960, during a botanical exploration of 
Mount Abu and vicinity in Rajasthan State, the 
author was attracted by a patch of Rumex plants. 

A number of them were collected for the her¬ 
barium and further study. After a careful analysis 
and comparison with a microfische photograph of 
the Linnaean Herbarium specimen, it was identi¬ 
fied, as Rumex crispus Linn. It was further scruti¬ 
nised with reference t6 specimens from Persia and 
Japan, available at the Central National Her¬ 
barium, Calcutta and Blatter Herbarium, Bombay 
respectively. One specimen was also sent to Dr. 

K. H. Rechinger, Director of Natural History 
Museum, Vienna, Austria, who also confirmed the 
identification. 

Originally a native of Europe, the plant has 
spread as a common weed in the United States 
and adjacent parts of Canada. It has been recorded 
by Muenscher, Bailey. Fernald, Kraemer and 
Rydberg as a common weed. Its occurrence as a 
naturalised weed in New Zealand has also been 
mentioned by R. Good. 

In India, however, its presence has not been 
reported till now. At Mount Abu the plants 
observed showed every sign of being quite at home, 
healthy and profusely flowering and fruiting. Its 
presence at Mt, Abu is not very unusual consider¬ 
ing that this place is a well known hill resort and 
attracts tourists from different parts of the world, 
including Europeans and Americans. In all pro¬ 
bability r this has been introduced by chance 
through such visitors. Similarly it is possible that 
the plant has been introduced in other hill resorts 
of tne country, but unnoticed. This may be due 
to the unavailability of an adequate description. 
Accordingly to facilitate the identification and 
study of the plant, a detailed description with 
analytical drawings, is now being provided. 

Unlike certain other exotics this species is not a 
troublesome weed but somewhat useful. Bailey has 
mentioned that the leaves are used as greens. 

Rumex crispus Linn. 

Perennial, erect, glabrous herb, 0.5-1 m tall; 
stem cylindrical, ridged, hollow, at the base about 
1 cm in diam.» angulate above, narrower, much 
branched, enlarged at the nodes; internodes 4-8 cm 
long; stipules ochreate, membranous; foliage 
graded, larger at the base, becoming smaller above; 


turalised in America and Australia, is now being 
(India), as a chance introduction. A detailed 
provided. 

leaves petiolate, alternate, simple; petiole upto 5cm 
long, flat, grooved; lamina lanceolate, 4-20 cm 
tong, 0.3-4.5 cm broad, crumpled, strongly 
wavy, the margins obscurely crenulate, the base 
tapering to the petiole, the apex acilte, the two 
surfaces glabrous; midrib flat on the adaxial but 
prominent on the abaxial surface; inflorescence a 
compound raceme with branches bearing whorls 
of pendulous flowers, leafless above; flowers poly¬ 
gamous, pedicellate, sepaloid, trimerous, actino- 
morphic; pedicels slender, about 6 mm long with 
tumid joints below the middle; perianth segments 
6, biseriate, free, persistant, dark green, the outer 
three glaucous, smaller, 2-3 mm by 1 mm, 
ovate-lanceolate, entire, obtuse, the inner three 
(valves) membranous, enlarging in fruit, entire, 
cordate, 4 by 4 mm, tuberculate near the base; 
tubercle ellipsoid, 1-2mm long; stamens 6, in two 
whorls of 3 each, the outer introrse, the inner 
extrorse; filaments filiform,- about 1 mm long; 
anthers basifixed, about 1 mm long in bisexual 
flowers - ,' 1.5mm tong in male flowers; ovary trigo¬ 
nous, hypogynous, on a minute glandular disc, 
syncarpous, 2-3 mm. tong, 1.0-1.5 mm broad, 
unilocular; style slender, "1.0 mm"long; stigma 
fimbriate; ovule single, on a basal placenta; fruits 
sharply triangular, glossy, reddish-brown, upto 3 by 
2 mm, 

SPECIMENS STUDIED 

Mount Abu, Dirty water nala near- the road. 
Kanodia 62196 ; Jain 62092. 

ftumex crispus Linn, is a highly polymorphic 
group of plants as indicated recently by Rechinger, 
it would be of great interest to observe its variabi¬ 
lity in the Indian habitat and to record its future 
as a new entrant into the flora of our country. 

This species can easily be distinguished from 
Rumex orientalise Brehn., to which it is very ’closely 
related, by the presence of its plumpy tubercles and 
in its pedicels being longer than the fruiting tepals. 
It can also be separated from R . patentia Linn., 
which is its next closely related species, by the pre¬ 
sence of a tubercle on each of the tepals, while in 
the latter (R. patentia L.) only one of the tepals 
bears a tubercle. From the remaining Indian, 
species of Rumex, it can be differentiated by the 
presence of bisexual flowers in addition to the 
unisexual ones. 






Rumex crispus Linn. 

p| m, |„9 1 l. Leaf; 2. Inflorescence ; 3. Male flower ; 4. Female flower; 

5. Bisexual flower ; 6. L. S, female flower j 7^ T. S. female flower with 
tubercled tepals ; 8. Fruit ; 9. Bare achene. 
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